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A Debate on the Relationship between Digital Technology and Preschool Children’s
Development—A Perspective Based on Social Materiality Theory

ZHANG Wan', LI Shanze', PENG Yuanyuan’
(1.Faculty of Education, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715 ;
2.College of International Education, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400030)

[Abstract] The widespread use of digital technology in early childhood education has made its
relationship with preschool children’s development increasingly complex and uncertain, prompting the
academic community to scrutinize the relationship between children and socio —materials rationally.
Existing studies, which have primarily analyzed the relationship between technology and human beings
through "means—ends" framework, have revealed the unidirectionality, preformation, and boundedness of
the impact of digital technology on child development, and ignored the shaping and fluid of the
relationship between child development and socio —materials. Based on the emphasis of educational
research on socio—materials, social materiality theory provides a new explanatory path for the exploration of
the relationship between digital technology and child development. It is found that the relationship between
digital technology and child development has shifted from an instrumentalist perspective to a new modality
of bidirectional co—construction, which is specifically manifested as a mutually dynamic relationship from
the reciprocal perspective, a practically generative relationship from the performative perspective, and a
spatial -temporal fluidity relationship from the multidimensional perspective. The re—conceptualization of
the relationship between digital technology and child development provides theoretical support for driving
the high—quality development of preschool children’s education in the digital era.

[Keywords] Digital Technology; Preschool Child Development; Social Materiality Theory; Child

Subjectivity; Bidirectional Co—construction
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